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As the parent of a 15 year old son with autism, Dawn’s experience with autism spectrum disorder began when he was diagnosed at the age of 27 months. In an effort to help build services that were virtually nonexistent, she began working within Spokane to create a nonprofit committed to developing comprehensive services for autism through the lifespan.  Northwest Autism Center, established in 2003, works directly with families in Eastern Washington, helping them navigate current systems of care and support.  Experiences shared by families within public education, mental health, and the health care system greatly inform her contributions to public policy discussions.  The Center’s primary direct service program – Domino Project – offers year-round intensive early intervention services to children with autism in an inclusive setting.  Dawn is also a member of the Special Education Advisory Board for Whitworth University as well as a participating member of the Combating Autism Advisory Council.  

